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From Sai Kung to Cambodia
Carolynne Dear sits down with the ladies from Missione Possibile who are 
making a big difference for children in Cambodia.

S
ix local ladies have been making 
huge improvements to the lives of 
impoverished children in Cambodia 
over the last few years, and now they 

are asking for your help.
All mums themselves, the group has so far 

helped raise enough money to fund a primary 
and a secondary school in a rural area 60 
kilometres outside of Phnom Penh.

The story began in 2005, when Italian non-
profit organisation Missione Possibile (MP) was 
invited by village chiefs to Roong Village. An 
extremely poor area, the village had no school 
and most adults were illiterate. After months of 
discussion between MP director Gerry Testori 
and the Roong Village chiefs, the village sold 
a piece of land to the charity in order to start a 
school. Using local materials, the building was 
opened in 2006 with four classrooms. In 2012, 
land adjacent to the primary was bought to 
create a secondary school which enabled the 

children to continue their education.
At this point, the charity came to the 

attention of Sai Kung mums Grazia Luciani, 
Francesca Gasparrini and Paola de Antonellis. 
Gasparrini met Testori by chance on a trip 
to Cambodia with another charity and she 
suggested he stop by in Hong Kong on his next 
trip to Cambodia. Which he did. Gasparrini 
invited a few friends and neighbours to her 
home one evening, and he informally introduced 
them to Missione Possibile. Word spread, a 
group was formed, and Missione Possibile Hong 
Kong (MPHK) was born.

Current MPHK president and Clearwater 
Bay School mum, Audrey Jack, says her first 
visit to the area left her traumatised. “The 
poverty, the disfigurements, the street children… 
the images never leave you, and I made a 
promise to myself that I would try to make a 
difference to the lives of the people there”, she 
says. “When the opportunity to work with MPHK 
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came up, it was a no-brainer.”
Eight years of civil war, followed by the four-

year long “Cambodian Genocide” at the hands 
of the Khmer Rouge, absolutely decimated the 
country. The resulting statistics make for gut-
wrenching reading. It is estimated four million 
Cambodians were killed by the Khmer Rouge, 
including around 85% of the country’s teachers. 
Nearly half of the population now live under the 
national poverty line and children are commonly 
required to work in rice fields or factories to help 
feed their families. Around 70 per cent of girls 
are forced to leave school after Year 6 (about 
10 or 11 years old) to start work, and just 10 
per cent of Cambodian villages currently have a 
secondary school. 

“It is hard to comprehend the effects of 
having almost a whole generation wiped out of 
the country”, admits Jack. And so it was with 
determination that the group raised enough 
money to cover the shortfall in funds for the 
secondary school, as well as providing funds 
for the up and running primary school. The 
secondary school was officially opened in 2014 
and thanks to further fundraising efforts, the 
primary school now houses 390 students in 12 
classrooms.

“My first visit to the school was such a 
positive experience”, says Jack. “Four expat 
ladies delivering over 120kg of donated school 
supplies, before spending three days teaching 
and playing with these beautiful children in their 
new classrooms. It was such a contrast to our 

privileged lives in Hong Kong, and extremely 
rewarding on every level.”

The schools are also linked with the 
Saturday Italian School in Hong Kong (Scuola 
Manzoni), thanks to a “twinning” agreement 
between Testori and Italian School coordinator 
Grazia Luciani, who is now a board member 
of MPHK. Scuola Manzoni now regularly 
fundraises for the Cambodian schools in Roong 
Village. “We raise money for teachers’ salaries, 
uniforms and textbooks”, says Luciani. “I believe 
educating children is particularly valuable to 
stop degradation and prevent a vicious cycle 
from forming.”

The group organises two trips each year 
to Roong village, both to deliver much needed 
supplies, and to spend time with the children 
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and teachers. Clearwater Bay School teacher 
Sam Saxena headed over in May last year with 
some valuable expertise for the Cambodian 
teachers. “I spent time training the teachers 
on classroom management, group work and 
teaching using games. I reorganised the library 
and taught students and teachers how to use 
it. It was an incredibly rewarding and humbling 

experience. The teachers are so grateful for any 
help you can provide”, she says.

Funding two schools is a huge, ongoing 
project. The MPHK team are all volunteers and 
work tirelessly to ensure that as near to 100 
per cent of donations as possible reach the 
schools. Company sponsorship and donations 
are always welcome - last year Aussie Soles 

generously donated 100 pairs of shoes for the 
most impoverished students and Leapfrog 
Kindergarten has made two visits and donated 
various electronic teaching aids. Students 
at Clearwater Bay School are supporting 
the charity as one of their IB curriculum 
components, and are collecting stationery for 
the upcoming trip in May. A group of students 
from the Italian School travelled to Roong Village 
in January this year and lead an information 
night on their return. Sai Kung pre-school SKIP 
is also collecting stationery for donation. 

“There are many ways groups or individuals 
can support us”, says Jack. “Such as financial 
sponsorship of specific requirements by the 
school, holding a fundraising event, selecting 
MPHK as your society or workplace’s annual 
charity, collecting supplies (toothbrushes, 
stationery and footballs are always in demand), 
or accompanying us on our next trip.”

Everyone is welcome to an information night 
lead by MP founder Gerry Testori at The Hive 
on May 13. The trip to Roong Village will take 
place from May 8 to 11. The team is also happy 
to come and present at your workplace, society 
or school. 

For more information, visit www.justgiving.
com/missione-possibilehk, or email Audrey 
Jack at missionepossibilehk@gmail.com 


